
 
 
 
    
 
 
Mandarin Speaking Short Film Competition 
 
Permissions and Copyright - Frequently Asked Questions 
 
1. Can I film in a public place? 
 
A public place is any space that is open and accessible to everyone, such as a park, footpath 
or beach. If you are filming for personal use, such as for your own social media, then you 
don’t have to obtain permission from the person you are filming or from the local council. 
However, filming for student film competitions is not considered personal use. Generally, for 
a small student film where you are not disturbing others, there are few restrictions on what or 
who you can film in public. However, different local governments and authorities have 
different guidelines and some may require a permit for filming. It is the filmmakers’ 
responsibility to find out if approval is needed and to obtain that approval. For example, to 
film in Kings Park, students must make a booking but are not required to pay any fee.  
 
Whenever you are filming in a public space, you cannot film in manner that other people may 
view as offensive, a nuisance or a safety hazard. For example, you can film using your 
phone, but if you connect the phone to a tripod this might be considered an obstruction or trip 
hazard and you might be asked to stop. 
 
You need to be aware of when you are filming copyrighted artistic work in a public space. 
You can film a sculpture or other work of art that is permanently displayed in a public place 
without getting permission from the copyright owner. However, a wall mural, logo or 
trademark is considered a temporary display of artistic work and may only be filmed without 
permission if it is used in the background of the film (rather than featuring strongly). 
 
 
2. Can I film using a drone? 
 
Australia’s Civic Aviation Safety Authority regulates the use of drones and their rules forbid 
flying over people in a populous area or recording people without their consent. If you are 
using a drone, please make sure you are familiar with the rules: 
www.casa.gov.au/knowyourdrone/drone-rules 
  
 
  

3. Do I need permission to film on private property? 
 
In private spaces such as shopping centres, individual shops, religious places and private 
residences a landowner can set their own rules. These might include restrictions on filming. 
You should always seek permission from the landowner/ business owner when filming in a 
private space. We have attached a simple permission template you can use. The lead 
filmmaker should keep these signed forms somewhere safe and be able to produce them 
upon request. 
 
  
  

http://www.casa.gov.au/knowyourdrone/drone-rules


2 

4. Do I need permission to film other people?

You must always respect the privacy and rights of other people. It is best to confirm with all 
the people appearing in your film that they agree to their performance being filmed and 
uploaded to YouTube. (If they appear incidentally in the background in a public space, this 
permission is not required.) We have attached a simple permission (release) template you 
can use. The lead filmmaker should keep these signed forms somewhere safe and be able to 
produce them upon request. 

If someone in a public space does not want to be filmed, they cannot legally demand you 
delete the footage, although you might like to honour their wishes as a courtesy. 

5. What music can I use in my film?

You can use: 
• music that is royalty free, such as from the following (you must credit the composer): 

freemusicarchive.org , freeplaymusic.com,archive.org/details/audio/,
www.bensound.com.

• music where copyright has expired and the material is in the public domain (this also 
applies to film, photographs etc. although the expiry rules may vary).

• music created and performed by yourself.

For all other music, you need to gain permission from both the copyright holder of the 
composition and the copyright holder of the sound recording you are using. For assistance, 
you can contact the APRA AMCOS website. 

6. Can I use other people’s artwork, photos, or film clips in my film?

When you use a ‘substantial part’ of material owned by another individual in your film (for 
example someone else’s writing, images or an extract from another film or YouTube clip), 
then you need to gain permission for this use, and you must credit the copyright holder. You 
cannot simply attribute the original creator in your film – you must ask permission. 

There is no clear way to measure what a ‘substantial part’ of a work is under the Copyright 
Act. It could be any important or distinctive part, not necessarily a large part. If something is 
recognizable, no matter how short a clip it is, it could be deemed ‘substantial’.  

7. Why is copyright different in a school setting?

There are copyright exceptions for ‘fair dealing’ that allow material to be used for research or 
study without needing permission from the copyright holder. However, as soon as films are 
shown out of the classroom, as with our Mandarin Speaking Film Competition, these 
exceptions no longer apply. 

http://freemusicarchive.org/
https://freeplaymusic.com/
https://archive.org/details/audio/
http://www.bensound.com/
https://www.apraamcos.com.au/music-licences/select-a-licence/find-a-copyright-owner/


TALENT RELEASE FORM 
 
Film Title:   _____________________________________________________________ 

 
Producer:  ____________________________________________________________ 
(Lead Filmmaker) 

Location of Filming:  ___________________________________________________ 

 
Dates of Filming:  ______________________________________________________ 

 
Project:  Confucius Institute at UWA Mandarin Speaking Short Film Competition 
    (student film competition) 

  
I, being the person named below, hereby authorise the Producer named above to 
make use of my appearance in their short film to be entered into the Confucius 
Institute at UWA Mandarin Speaking Short Film Competition. 

I understand that participation is entirely voluntary and that no payment of any kind is 
involved. The Producer shall have complete ownership of the film and may 
photograph me and record my voice and likeness for the purpose of the production 
mentioned above in any format whatsoever, and may also make copies of the 
photographs, videos and recordings. I further understand that the Producer may give 
the Confucius Institute at UWA licence to reproduce their film in part or full for the 
purposes of conducting the Mandarin Speaking Short Film Competition and promoting 
the Confucius Institute at UWA, including use on official websites and social media 
platforms.  

 

Name of Subject Signature of Subject Name of legal 
guardian (if under 
the age of 18) 

Signature of legal 
guardian (if under 
the age of 18) 

Date 

 
 
 

    

 
 
 

    

 
 
 

    

 
 
 

    

 
 
 

    

 



 

LOCATION RELEASE FORM 
 

 
Film Title:   ____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Producer:  ___________________________________________________________ 
(Lead Filmmaker) 
 
Dates of Filming:  _____________________________________________________ 

 
Project:  Confucius Institute at UWA Mandarin Speaking Short Film Competition 
    (student film competition)   

 

 

By signing this release form I, being the person named below, authorise the 
participants of the Confucius Institute at UWA Mandarin Speaking Short Film 
Competition to use footage of my property at the address: 

 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

for their short film production.  I understand that the Producer named above owns all 
footage and photographs of the location created for this film and may also make 
copies of the photographs, videos and recordings. I further understand that the 
Producer may give the Confucius Institute at UWA licence to reproduce their film in 
part or full for the purposes of conducting the Mandarin Speaking Short Film 
Competition and promoting the Confucius Institute at UWA, including use on official 
websites and social media platforms.  

 

Name (please print) _____________________________________________________________ 

 

Signature  _____________________________________________________________  

 

Date   _____________________________________________________________ 

 
Contact email 
OR phone number:  ______________________________________________________________ 
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